PEWTER, PASSION, LEGAC

FROM TRADITIONAL WORKSHOPS TO A NEW FLAGSHIP SPACE,
ROYAL SELANGODR'S CUSTODIANS DATUK YONG YOON LI AN CHEN TIEN YUE
ARE REDEFIMNING HOW A T40-YEAR HERITAGE OF CRAFTSMAMNSHIP 15 PRESERVED
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LIFESTYLE

A STAGE ON RAILS

Launching in smmer 2026, Celta — a private dining and cvents carrtage conceived by Baz Lukrmann
and Catherine Martin — brings cinematic storptelling, Shakespearvan romance and exemplary Bricish
craftsmanship to the storied carrtages of the Brittsh Pullmoan,

B Fan Mase, pa fiarg
reed, part draas sy —
Cuba Wiy SNThas et
rerenE ond Bnlph
caiEmarsl iy o fi

okden ape of nal

B2 A sy ot Foo e Exvish
PaSrama, & IS0 coiagp
P iy B Libimeann
wrr] Catwrrs Wi rio g
pirvada slaga on ik

DI Marguily, vl S
rarai-paimed sEiags eche
W] Erd vl ind ril

In the world of heritage gall, preservarion
is often the ultimate goal. With Celia,
the British Pullman, & Helmond Treain,
the ambition is mot simply e conserve
the past, but o mansform it Launching
m earty summer 2016, the new private
dining and events carriage — imagined
by filmmaker Bax Luhrmann and Osear-
winning  costume  and  production
designer Cathesine Martin — relcames
the hisworic train mot sionply as a vehicle
of moswalgia, but as a sage perperually
in mation.

Housed within  an  original 1932
Pullman carriage, Cclia is  neither
replica nor restoration. It 15 0 narmative
enviranment: a fully self-contained suite
'.'n:n:u::-|1|.n'||:||'l:|l.|1:||:-I up to 12 puests, complete
with  cockail  bar, lounge, dining
room, pantry and kechen. Dedicared
stewards preside; a private chef can
be commissioned to compose bespoke
menus drawn from the finest seasonal
British produce. Yet the true luxury here
lies not in exclusivity, but in suthorship.

“Bor Cathering and |, creating Celia was
a once-in-a-hfetime experience, allowing
us o push the boundaries of creativity,
Jusury and uniqueness.” says Luhcmann.
“Srepplng inside the carriage is lke being
rransported inve another wosld — ome in
which guests are invited 1o become part
of che story, Celis, atits heare, is a magical
mystery tour,”
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INSPIRED BY HISTORY

The cormage draws upon che theatrical

heritage of 19305 London, In crafting

it, Luhrmann conjured a fictional muse
an imagined leading lady who was

guted her own Pullman carriage i 1932
following an era-defining performance

a5 Titsnia. The conceit allows every
design detail to operate ax both sct and
storytelling device,

Martin, whose work 15 delfined by s
meticulous layering of period reference
and [anagy, approached the commission
as she might a Al "Cefla ghees travellers

L]

the rare opportunicy o inhabic the
nostalgia of another era,” she says, "The
carriage offers the ultimare luxury — the
time and space to truly connect with the
journey itself — and it allows the mind
to decelerate,”

The material palette is unapologetically
theatrical. An elaborate fabnc ceiling
erovwns  the ecarriage, hovernng above
veneered marquecry panels and custom
timber parquet fooring. Floral motfs
— a tribute to British flora — are inlaid
into oak wood and echoed in uphalstery,
emibroidery and hand-painted surfaces,
The colour story iz samugated  and
mmantic; deep  greens,  burnished
vellows, claret reds and twilight purples,
layered 1n thick velvets and tactile trims,

Heavy, theatre-style curtaing divide
the space, chorecgraphing reveal and
concealment. Dreawn back, they expose
drearnlike tableaux ecched inmo  the
interiors; closed, they create an intmacy
miore akin to a private box than a milway
carriage, Even the powder room beoomes
part of the mise-en-scéne, with mosaic
and hand-painted walls unfolding
Novwers and myatical metif,
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LIFESTYLE
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“Stepping inside the carriage is like being transported into another world —
one in which guests are invited to become part of the story.

Celia, at its heart, is a magical mystery tour

QUINTESSENTIALLY ERITISH

Rritisl craftemanship underpineg  the
spectache. Mardin worked with marquerry
artisans Dunn & Son, bespoke furniture
designer Bill Cleymdert, glass studio Tony
Sandles, embroiderers Hand & Lock and
mterior spﬂinlistsJ.K. Interiors, Duchess
China collabarated on fine Bone China
tableware; David Mellor supplied catlery;
T Dixon the glassware, The result s a
carflage that feels camposed sather than
decorated — each element considered,
conmextual and resolurely British.
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BAZ LUHRMANN

Operating across all British Pullman
journeys from London Victons, Celie
funetbons as an entirely private cacrtage
within the mrain. It cam host grand
banquers, milestone  celebrations: or
Intimate dinners. At a morment’s notice,
the dining space can cvolwe into &
prrtormance venue or dance floar,

In Lahrmann's words, “a ravelling
dining experience. for friends ar an
intimate celebration, flled with food,
musie, wine, [aughter and performancs

— all uwiafelding as you deift through

na
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the countrvside, feeling as  though
vou've stepped  mside A Midvammer
Night's Dreson.™

If wadittbonal luxury rail leans on
memary, Celia leans into imaginaton.
It invites puests not merely o observe
history but to inhabit fiction — to dine
within a moving set, to toast within &
narrative, 1o let the British landscape
slide past as though projected beyond a
proscenium arch,

“Omboard | wnagine people eating,

dasscing and falling i love, taking
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“Celia gives travellers the rare opportunity to inhabit the nostalgia of
another era. The carriage offers the ultimate luxury — the time and space to
truly connect with the journey itself”

CATHERINE MARTIM
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phetographs, celebrating  life's  great
moments  and  adventores”  Martin
rellects. “Celin offers a moment of resphte.
A moment of celebrationn. A gmall,
lwrninouws bubble of light and bove,”

Exclusive hire of the carriage srarts
from £15,000, inchading transfers within
Greaster London, Yet its significance fes
less in price than in proposition. With
Celinr, the British Poliman suggpests that
the future of hetitage may nol rest in
faithful restoration alone, but in bold
reinterpretation. Where craftsmanship,
authorship and  sooryrelling  combine
to create a world within a world,
rolling quietly through the
English countryside, &
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